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RIGHT: Number of planning applica-

tions received, decided and granted by

district level planning authorities
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OVERVIEW
Between July and September 2014, district level
planning authorities in England: 
• received 118,900 applications for planning per-
mission, compared with 118,600 in the corre-
sponding quarter of 2013; 
• granted 95,600 permissions, up two per cent
from the same quarter in 2013; 
• granted 88 per cent of applications, unchanged
from the same quarter of 2013; 
• decided 78 per cent of major applications within
13 weeks or within the agreed time, up from 69
per cent a year earlier; and 
• made 5 per cent more residential decisions than
in the September quarter 2013 
In the year ending September 2014, district level
planning authorities: 
• granted 351,500 permissions, up 1 per cent from
the figure for the year to September 2013; and 
• granted 88 per cent of decisions, unchanged
from the previous year. 
41,800 of these permissions were for residential
developments: 5,400 for major developments and
36,400 for minors. 
Of 9,600 applications reported for prior approval
for permitted development rights during the July
to September quarter of 2014: 
• prior approval was not required for 5,800, with
permission being granted for 2,100 applications
and refused for 1,700; and
• almost 72 per cent of applications related to
larger householder extensions, with 11 per cent
relating to applications for office to residential
changes, the second largest category. 

--------------
Planning decisions 

In July to September 2014, authorities under-
taking district level planning in England received
118,900 applications for planning permission,
almost unchanged from the corresponding quar-
ter in 2013 when they received 118,600 applica-
tions. In the year ending September 2014, author-
ities received 469,900 planning applications, an
increase of 1 per cent compared to the year end-
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ing September 2013. 

Planning decisions 
Authorities reported 108,400 decisions on

planning applications in July to September 2014, 5
per cent lower than in the same quarter in the pre-
vious year. 

This decrease was, however, largely due to a
change in definition as a result of the review of the
relevant statistical return, with applications which
can neither be granted nor refused (e.g. notifica-
tions and certificates of lawful development) no
longer being counted as decisions with effect from
1 April 2014. 

In the year ending September 2014, authorities
decided 413,500 planning applications, a decrease
of 2 per cent compared to the year ending
September 2013. This comparison is, however, also
affected by the above definition change, albeit to a
more limited extent.

Applications granted 
In July to September 2014, authorities granted

95,600 permissions, up 2 per cent from the same

quarter in 2013. Authorities granted 88 per cent of
all decisions, excluding those which could neither
be granted nor refused, the September quarter
2013. Overall, 84 per cent of major and minor
decisions were granted. (Table P131) 

Over the 12 months to September 2014,
351,500 applications were granted, up 1 per cent
from the year to September 2013. Authorities
granted 88 per cent of all decisions in the year to
September 2014, unchanged from the year to
September 2013.

Historical context 
Since 2005, the numbers of applications received,
decisions made and applications granted have
each followed a similar pattern. As well as the
usual within- year pattern of peaks in the Summer
and troughs in the Winter, there was a clear down-
ward trend during the 2008 economic downturn,
with figures remaining broadly level since then. 

Looked at another way, the number of applica-
tions received in the year to September 2014 was
469,900, up 1 per cent on the year to September
2013. This was still below the peak of 689,400 in

2004/05. The proportion of decisions granted in
the year to September 2014 was 88 per cent. 

Prior approvals for permitted developments 
Following the creation of some additional per-

mitted development right categories in May 2013
and consultation with local authorities, the
Department increased the level of detailed infor-
mation on prior approvals for permitted develop-
ments collected on the PS1 return with effect
from 1 April 2014. 

The results for the second quarter for which
they have been collected (July to September 2014)
are given in Experimental Tables E1 (local authority
level figures) and E2 (England totals). 

They show that, of 9,600 applications reported
for the July to September quarter of 2014, prior
approval was not required for 5,800, and that per-
mission was granted for 2,100 applications and
refused for 1,700. Almost 72 per cent of applica-
tions (6,900) related to larger householder exten-
sions, with 11 per cent relating to applications for
office to residential changes, the second largest
category. n
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