
Issue 86 July - September 2013               www.planninginlondon.com

THE GREATEST CITY ON EARTH –

The Mayor’s ambitions for London – page 6

VIEW FROM THE SHARD       
Barney Stringer – page 7

THE PURPOSE OF PLANNING            
Andy Rogers– page 21

BRIDGING LONDON’S 
GRAND CANYON 
Sir Terry Farrell – page 53

THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO DEVELOPMENT IN THE CAPITAL Please subscribe: page 59

INVESTING IN BRITAIN’S FUTURE
How the Spending Review was reported ...and some of the responses, page 10; Taming

the urban motorway Special Feature by Farrells, pages 25-32; Tackling Westminster’s

housing issues: Knight Frank’s WPA seminar, page 34;  London’s governance is not up to

the job, Leader page 5; Future directions for employment in London, LP&DF, page 36.



3Issue 86 July-September 2013

CONTENTS

3

5 LEADER
London’s governance is not up to the job

6 BORIS’ AMBITIONS FOR LONDON

7 VIEW FROM THE SHARD
A new perspective on London’s regeneration, 

Barney Stringer

10 INVESTING IN BRITAIN’S FUTURE
how the Spending Review was reported ...and

some of the responses

12 OPINION
Will efforts to boost house building end up

boosting prices? – Nigel Morton; Shops to

housing: is this really such a good idea? –

Michael Bach

14 BRIEFING 
Planning performance: applications continue to

slide

16 LONDON FIRST
The known unknowns; London development

delivers annual £1.1bn boost for regional

economies; nominations now open for the

2013/14 London Planning Awards

19 CLIPBOARD

21 ANDY ROGERS
The purpose of planning

22 LETTERS 
From Patrick Inglis and Stephen Heath

23 ¡PILLO! 

24 AIR QUALITY
as a constraint on development, Jon Pullen

25 SPECIAL FEATURE
THE ROAD TO RENEWAL – FARRELLS
Taming the urban motorway. “We must reclaim

London’s Inner Ring Road and make new

pedestrian places”, argues Farrells partner John

Letherland.

View from the Shard, Barney Stringer

The Mayor’s ambitions, page 6



4 Planning in London

CONTENTS CONTINUED

33 REGENERATION
The regeneration of Borough Market, Ken Grieg

36 LONDON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
FORUM
Future directions for employment and office

space in London; the NPPF a year on

34 HOUSING
Tackling Westminster’s housing issues. Reporting

Knight Frank’s WPA seminar

42 EXCAVATING BASEMENTS
Basements in London: Helen Hutton considers

the law and new policies

44 GENTRIFICATION
– urban improvement areas. Recent relaxations

in control of uses may help run-down areas

46 CHANGES OF USE  
The technical challenges in converting offices to

homes are set out by Luke Tozer

59 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
REFERENCE GUIDE
Contacts in all London boroughs

53 SHAPING LONDON
Sir Terry Farrell: Bridging London’s Grand

Canyon 

65 ADVICE
Consultants and services

The regeneration of Borough Market, 
Ken Grieg, p33

Publishing Editors: 
Brian Waters, Paul Finch and Lee Mallett

brian.waters@planninginlondon.com,
paul.finch@planninginlondon.com,
lee.mallett@planninginlondon.com

Subscriptions and Advertising: 
Tel/ Fax: 0207 938 2557
Email: planninginlondon@mac.com
Contents ©Land Research Unit Ltd or as stated. 

Available only on subscription: £75 pa

Provides a licence for five copies by email
See subscription form or buy online at
www.planninginlondon.com.

Planning in London is published 
quarterly in association with 
The London Planning & Development Forum
by Land Research Unit Ltd
Studio Lexham, 17 Lexham Mews, 

London W8 6JW

Contributors write in a personal capacity. Their
views are not necessarily those of The London
Development & Planning Forum or of their
organisations. 

Correspondence and contributions are invited
for consideration. The editors reserve the right
to edit material and letters supplied.

  Made on a Mac  

ISSN 1366-9672 
ISSUE 86 JULY-SEPTEMBER 2013
www.planninginlondon.com

The London Planning and
Development Forum (LPDF)
The LPDF was formed in 1980 following an
all-party inquiry into the development control
system. It selects topics to debate at its quar-
terly meetings and these views are reported to
constituent bodies. It is a sounding board for
the development of planning policy in the capi-
tal, used by both the public and private sector. 

Agendas and minutes are at
planninginlondon.com. To attend please con-
tact secretary Drummond Robson:
robplan@btconnect.com

The LPDF is administered by: 
Chairman: Brian Waters MA DipArch (Cantab)
DipTP RIBA MRTPI ACArch PPACA FRSA
Principal: The Boisot Waters Cohen Partnership
brian@bwcp.co.uk

Honorary Secretary: Drummond Robson MRTPI, 
41 Fitzjohn Avenue, Barnet, Herts EN5 2HN
Tel: 0208 449 3113  Fax: 0208 440 2015: 
robplan@btconnect.com

Honorary Treasurer: Alastair Gaskin
Reagh Consulting:
alastair.gaskin@btinternet.com

Member bodies
Association of Consultant Architects 
Association of London Borough Planning
Officers/Planning Officers’ Society
London Councils
British Property Federation
Design Council CABE
City of London Law Society
Confederation for British Industry
DCLG
Design for London/Urban Design London
English Heritage 
Environment Agency
Greater London Authority

Home Builders Federation
Landscape Architecture SE
London Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
London Forum of Amenity Societies 
London Housing Federation
National Planning Forum
ICE, RIBA, RICS, RTPI, UDAL, TCPA
Transport for London
London University (The Bartlett, UCL)
University of Westminster
Affiliated members:
Planning Aid for London
Berkeley Group plc
London Metropolitan University

Luke Tozer on the challenges of converting
offices to homes, p46


