
8 Planning in London

Planning applications
In July to September 2012, authorities undertak-
ing district level planning in England received
113,100 planning applications, a decrease of 7
per cent compared with the corresponding quar-
ter in 2011. In the year ending September 2012,
authorities received 466,900 applications, a
decrease of 2% compared to the year before.

Planning decisions
In July to September 2012, authorities decided
110,500 planning applications, 5 per cent lower
than in the same quarter in the previous year. In
the year ending September 2012 authorities
decided 429,900 planning applications, a
decrease of 1% compared to the year ending
September 2011.

Applications granted
In July to September 2012, authorities granted
89,900 permissions, 5 per cent lower than in the
same quarter in 2011. Authorities granted 87 per
cent of all decisions, unchanged when compared
to the September quarter 2011. Overall, 84 per
cent of major and minor decisions were granted.
(see Table RIGHT)

Over the 12 months to September 2012,
350,400 applications were granted, a small
decrease on the figure of 351,400 permissions
granted in the year to September 2011.
Authorities granted 87 per cent of all decisions in
the year to September 2012, an increase of 1%.
Overall, 84 per cent of major and minor decisions
were granted. 

Speed of decisions
In July to September 2012, 57 per cent of major
applications were processed within 13 weeks,
unchanged compared to the September 2011
quarter. Also, 67 per cent of minor applications
and 80 per cent of other applications were
processed within 8 weeks compared with 71 per
cent and 83 per cent respectively. District level
planning authorities decided 50 per cent of large-
scale major applications, and 59 per cent of
small-scale major applications within 13 weeks
compared with 48 per cent and 60 per cent
respectively for the quarter ending September
2011. Also, 92 per cent of all major decisions
were within 52 weeks compared to 91 per cent
in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.

In the year ending September 2012, 57 per
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cent of major applications were processed within
13 weeks, compared with 62 per cent in the year
before.  Also, 69 per cent of minor applications
and 81 per cent of other applications were
processed within 8 weeks compared with 72 per
cent and 84 per cent respectively. District level
planning authorities decided 49 per cent of large-
scale major applications, and 59 per cent of
small-scale major applications within 13 weeks
compared with 56 per cent and 63 per cent

respectively in the year before. 

Historical context
The number of applications received in the  quar-
ter fell by seven per cent from the number in the
June 2012 quarter, however the number of deci-
sions slightly increased. The percentage of appli-
cations granted fell from 88%, but at 87% it is
still higher than any quarter in the period 2007-
08 to 2010-11. The percentage of major applica-
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tions decided in 13 weeks has declined markedly
since Q3 2009-10, when it stood at 71 per cent,
and it has fallen back slightly from the 60 per
cent level since the last quarter. 

However, this indicator can be volatile, and
stood at just 43 per cent in 2002-03. The speed
of decisions for minors and other applications
have also fallen over the same period although
not as quickly or steeply as that of major deci-
sions. n


