
9Issue 83 October-December 20128 Planning in London

Speed of decisions
In January to March 2012, 53 per cent of major
applications were processed within 13 weeks
compared with 62 per cent in the March 2011
quarter. Also, 68 per cent of minor applications
and 81 per cent of other applications were
processed within 8 weeks compared with 72 per
cent and 83 per cent respectively for the quarter
ending March 2011. 

District level planning authorities decided 46
per cent of large-scale major applications, and 55
per cent of small-scale major applications within
13 weeks compared with 57 per cent and 63 per
cent respectively for the quarter ending March
2011. Also, 89 per cent of all major decisions
were within 52 weeks compared to the figure of
92 per cent in the corresponding quarter of the
previous year.

In the year ending March 2012, 57 per cent of
major applications were processed within 13
weeks, compared with 66 per cent in the year
ending March 2011. Also, 71 per cent of minor
applications and 82 per cent of other applica-
tions were processed within 8 weeks compared
with 75 per cent and 86 per cent respectively in
the year ending March 2011. 

District level planning authorities decided 49
per cent of large-scale major applications, and 60
per cent of small-scale major applications within
13 weeks compared with 59 per cent and 68 per
cent respectively in the year ending March 2011.
Also 91 per cent of all major decisions were with-
in 52 weeks, compared to the figure of 92 per
cent in the previous year.

Residential Decisions
In January to March 2012, there were 12,600
decisions on applications for residential develop-
ments, compared with around 12,000 decisions
in the March quarter 2011, an increase of 4 per
cent. The number of major residential decisions
increased by 8 per cent compared to the March
quarter 2011, while minor residential decisions
increased by 4 per cent. 

Authorities granted 84 per cent of major resi-
dential applications, a 3 percentage point
increase from the March quarter 2011, and
determined 44 per cent of them within 13
weeks, down from 53 per cent in the correspon-
ding quarter of the previous year. Authorities
granted 73 per cent of decisions on minor resi-
dential applications and determined 60 per cent

Applications fall along with performance
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The number of applications received and decided is still relatively low, falling back after the slight increases 
from 2009-10 to 2010-11 although not to the historically low levels recorded in 2009-10. 

Planning decisions by development type, speed of decisionand local                 planning authority: London, January to March 2012

within 8 weeks, compared with 73 per cent and
65 per cent respectively in the March quarter
2011. In the year to March 2012, residential deci-
sions decreased by 3 per cent from 51,800 to
50,400 in the 12 months to March 2011. The
number of major and minor residential decisions
decreased by 4 per cent and 3 per cent respec-
tively. Authorities granted 82 per cent of major
residential applications, compared with 80 per
cent in the year ending March 2011, and deter-
mined 48 per cent of them within 13 weeks,

down from 59 per cent in the previous year.
Authorities granted 73 per cent of decisions on
minor residential applications and determined 63
per cent within 8 weeks, compared with 72 per
cent and 68 per cent respectively in the previous
year.

Historical context
The number of applications received and decided
are still relatively low, falling back after the slight
increases from 2009-10 to 2010-11 although not
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to the historically low levels recorded in 2009-10.
However, the percentage of applications granted
is at its highest for more than 10 years. At the
same time, the speed at which major applica-
tions are decided has declined markedly since
2009- 10, when it stood at 71 per cent of majors
decided in 13 weeks. 

The fall has been particularly steep in the past
12 months, declining from 66 per cent of majors
decided in 13 weeks in 2010-11 to 57 per cent in
2011-12.  n


