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Planning applications
In October to December 2011, authorities under-
taking district level planning in England received
111,500 applications for planning permission.
This represents an increase of 1 per cent com-
pared with the corresponding quarter in 2010. In
the year ending December 2011, authorities
received 472,800 applications, a decrease of 2
per cent on the year ending December 2010 fig-
ure.

Planning decisions
In October to December 2011 authorities decid-
ed 108,600 planning applications, 1 per cent
lower than in the same quarter in the previous
year. In the year ending December 2011 authori-
ties decided 430,700 planning applications, a
decrease of 2 per cent on the year ending
December 2010 figure.

Applications granted
In October to December 2011, authorities grant-
ed 88,700 permissions, a slight decrease on the
figure of 89,000 permissions granted in the same
quarter in 2010. Authorities granted 87 per cent
of all decisions, an increase of 1 percentage point
when compared with the December quarter
2010. Overall, 85 per cent of major and minor
decisions were granted. (Tables P121 and P131 –
opposite for London). Overall, 84 per cent of
major and minor decisions were granted.

Speed of applications
In October to December 2011, 58 per cent of
major applications were processed within 13
weeks compared with 65 per cent in the
December 2010 quarter.  Also, 70 per cent of
minor applications and 82 per cent of other
applications were processed within 8 weeks com-
pared with 74 per cent and 85 per cent respec-
tively for the quarter ending December 2010. In
the first quarter of 2011 the percentage of major
applications processed within 13 weeks stood at
62 per cent – after rising to 63 per cent in the
second quarter it then fell 5 percentage points to
58 per cent in the third and fourth quarters.
Overall, since the second quarter of 2010 this
indicator has fallen 12 percentage points from 70
per cent to 58 per cent.
In the quarter ending December 2011, district
level planning authorities decided 46 per cent of
large-scale major applications, and 61 per cent of

Performance: steady as it goes
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Publication of planning performance statistics is catching up to its previous quarterly pace. They 
show little change on a year earlier

Planning decisions by development type, speed of decisionand local planning authority: London, October to December 2011

small-scale major applications within 13 weeks
compared with 61 per cent and 66 per cent
respectively for the quarter ending December
2010. Also, 91 per cent of all major decisions were
within 52 weeks compared to the figure of 92 per
cent in the corresponding quarter of the previous
year.

In the year ending December 2011, 60 per
cent of major applications were processed within
13 weeks, compared with 68 per cent in the year
ending December 2010. Also, 71 per cent of

minor applications and 83 per cent of other appli-
cations were processed within 8 weeks compared
with 76 per cent and 86 per cent respectively. 
In the year ending December 2011, district level
planning authorities decided 52 per cent of large-
scale major applications, and 62 per cent of
small-scale major applications within 13 weeks
compared with 60 per cent and 70 per cent
respectively in the year ending December 2010.
Also 92 per cent of all major decisions were with-
in 52 weeks, unchanged from the previous year. n
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